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hope and idealism that is an important part
of the American spirit. Parents have the im-
portant task in ensuring that our Nation’s fu-
ture leaders are prepared to assume the re-
sponsibilities they will face. Teachers play es-
sential roles in molding our young people,
and they deserve our gratitude and respect
for their dedication. Ministers and other
mentors also give of themselves by intro-
ducing children to the vast opportunities that
our Nation holds. By spending time with a
child, Americans invest in the future of our
country.

Loyalty Day recognizes the solemn bond
between America and its citizens. It provides
an opportunity to recognize those who dem-
onstrate their loyalty every day and chal-
lenges all of us to find more ways to con-
tribute to the greater good of our country.

The Congress, by Public Law 85–529, has
designated May 1 of each year, as ‘‘Loyalty
Day,’’ and I encourage all Americans to join
me this day in reaffirming our allegiance to
our blessed Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim May
1, 2001, as Loyalty Day. I call upon all the
people of the United States in support of this
national observance.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 27, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 30.

Remarks on Arrival in Little Rock,
Arkansas
April 25, 2001

Thank you all for coming. It’s my honor
to be back in Arkansas. It’s great to be with
my friend the Governor. We got to know
each other when I was the Governor of a

neighboring State. I respected him then; I
continue to hold him in high regard. Gov-
ernor Huckabee is one of the more popular
Governors in the country because he’s done
in office what he said he would do.

It’s also my honor to come to Arkansas to
support a good friend of mine and a good
friend of Arkansas, Senator Tim Hutchinson.
This is my first trip as a—my first fundraising
trip since I became the President. It’s the
first time I’ve really gotten what they call po-
litical, and it’s for a good cause.

This man has done a really good job for
the citizens of Arkansas, and I would like to
see him returned to the United States Senate
after next year’s elections. He and I are work-
ing together on a lot of issues that matter
to the Arkansas folks: a budget that is good
for Arkansas and a tax relief plan that will
benefit some 787,000 people who live in this
State.

And the budget is focused. We increase
a Federal education funding from 366 mil-
lion to 390 million. We increase Head Start
funding from $57.4 to $58.5 million. There’s
an estimated 379 million targeted for high-
way funding in Arkansas. This is a responsible
budget that leaves room for tax relief, but
also focuses on issues that matter to the folks
of Arkansas. And coming down on the air-
plane, he and I spent a lot of time talking
about agriculture.

One of the things the Senator talked about
was there were a lot of farmers hurting in
this State. And I assured him I understood
that. And the point I want to make to the
people is that when this election comes
around in 2002, I hope the people of Arkan-
sas realize how important it is to have a
United States Senator who can walk into the
Oval Office and say, ‘‘Mr. President, the peo-
ple of Arkansas need your attention.’’ And
I can assure you when Tim Hutchinson walks
in the Oval Office and says the people of
Arkansas need my attention, they’re going to
get my attention.

And so, it’s my honor to be here with this
good United States Senator. I urge the peo-
ple of this State to realize what a good man
they’ve got in office, and I thank the people
of this State for the prayers and support
they’ve given me since I’ve been the Presi-
dent.
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God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:07 p.m. at the
Little Rock National Airport. In his remarks, he
referred to Gov. Mike Huckabee of Arkansas.

Remarks at a Reception for Senator
Tim Hutchinson in Little Rock
April 25, 2001

Well, Tim, thank you very much. It’s my
honor to be back in the great State of Arkan-
sas. We were just reminiscing about the cam-
paign. I remember—I was kind of tired, be-
cause it was the last day of the campaign,
and I was on the airplane flying into Arkan-
sas, wondering whether or not I could give
one final speech. And we landed up there
in northwest Arkansas, and there was
about—I don’t know, 17,000 people inside
the area and another 17,000 trying to get in.
And I had that funny feeling right there that
not only could I not only give the speech,
but I had that feeling things were going to
go okay on election day in Arkansas, and they
did, and I want to thank you all.

I want to thank Tim Hutchinson for his
help in getting me here. More importantly,
I want to thank him for his help as a United
States Senator. I’m here for one simple rea-
son. This man needs to be returned back to
the United States Senate, come elections in
2002.

It’s good to see the Lieutenant Governor,
Win Rockefeller, and wife, Lisa Ann. Thank
you all for being here. Every time I came
back to Arkansas, it seemed like Win was able
to make time for his old buddy, the Governor
of Texas, and I appreciate that very much,
sir. Thank you very much.

It’s great to be here with former State Sen-
ator Jim Keet. It’s good to see you again.
He reminded me in 1988 when I campaigned
here for the man we affectionately call
‘‘Number 41’’—[laughter]—I’m ‘‘Number
43’’—but we campaigned together for a great
President, my dad, in 1998 together, and it’s
good to see you again, sir.

It’s also great—Nick Bacon is here, Medal
of Honor winner, an American hero, a man
who represents the veterans of this State in-
credibly well. You need to know, Nick, that
the veterans have got a friend in the White

House. And it’s my honor to be the Presi-
dent, not only the Commander In Chief, of
those who wear the uniform, but a President
who understands that those who used to wear
the uniform need to be well-represented in
Washington, just like you’re doing here in
Arkansas. And Dennis Rainey of the
FamilyLife ministry, and Pastor Robert
Smith, thank you all for being up here.

I’m sorry my wife isn’t here with me. She
is in Crawford, Texas, and I’m headed to
Crawford, Texas, after this speech. [Laugh-
ter] They say, ‘‘Well, you must not like to
live in Washington because you like to go
to your ranch or Camp David.’’ Well, I like
to do both. I like—I love my life in the White
House. I love getting up every morning and
going into this majestic office that we call
the Oval Office. As Tim said, it is an honor
to be the President of the United States, and
I view it that way, but I also like to stay in
touch with the people that got me here. I
like to get outside of Washington. I like to
go to where the space is open, where I can
walk around with Spot and Barney, the two
family dogs. [Laughter] My wife loves our
country—the country house we’ve got, and
so do I, and so I beg your forgiveness for
not eating dinner here tonight. I am here
to thank you for supporting Tim. I do want
to give some remarks about what I think is
going on in Washington, but then I’m fixing
to get on Air Force One and take it to
Crawford, Texas. [Laughter]

By the way, our family is happy. I’m really
proud of the work that Laura is doing. She
is—people are learning about west Texas
women. They sometimes don’t say a lot, but
when they speak, people do listen. She’s a
great listener. And she’s doing the country
a great service by traveling our Nation, con-
vincing people, both young and old alike, to
become teachers, reminding people that
teaching is a noble profession and that you
do the country a great service if you end up
in the classroom. We’re working on Troops
to Teachers programs that take retired teach-
ers—I mean, retired military folks and help
them become a teacher. And she, as well,
is working with youngsters who are just get-
ting out of college and saying, ‘‘Be a teacher.
It will be a huge contribution to America,’’


